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PERSPECTIVA TEOLÓGICA ADERE A UMA LICENÇA CREATIVE COMMONS

DIVINE REVELATIONS ON THE FRANCO-VISIGOTH ROADS

RURING THE 4TH-7TH CENTURIES

ABSTRACT: 

KEYWORDS:

RESUMEN: -

y es en este escenario donde numerosos clérigos cruzaron la Península Ibérica y 
Francia, ya fueses para asistir a los concilios para discutir diferentes aspectos del 

PALABRAS CLAVE: Viajeros, Tardoantigüedad, Cristianismo, Revelaciones

Los escenarios de las micropolíticas: acción 

-
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Introduction

T -

-

vitae

-

reason, the hagiographic traditions spread by historians, lay and religious 

-

understand the details about the travels of the research period under the 

-

undertake their journeys, through the description of the Visigoth- Frank 
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representing European Christian unity under a cultural hybridization, 

The theme of travelling in the Middle Ages has aroused enormous in-

-
tred on religious-devotional homo viator 

 Furthermore, it seems that during this period, 

reader deeper into the same legislative regulation of roads and travellers, 

the  under a territorial application of Roman-Barbarian 
-

Codex Theodo-

 We are mainly referring to clerical men and women, although through their lives, we have also found 

divinity, the sacred, and physical salvation. From the 6th

travellers assuming a religious-pious condition that leds them to places of veneration, mainly Jerusalem, 
Rome, Santiago de Compostela, and all the places related to the life of Christ, saints and martyrs, 
where their relics were to be found (MARIANA, 2012, p. 153-183; DÍAZ, 2010, p. 241-266; DÍAZ, 
2001, p. 41-75; VOGÜÉ, 2005; DIETZ, 2005). 
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On the regulations of Euric Code and prior to the Lex Visigothorum, the 
Lex Gungobarda  

solidi for closing public roads 
-

Edict 

 century that Saint Gertrude became the protector 

 Novel contribution of the Germanic Legislation, not included in the Roman case.
 It also includes the Euridician law, following the rule of Leovigildus, the penalty regulation fot the 

owner of the farm, in the case of stealing the traveller’s cattle (CE. XXII, 170).
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-

Hispania 
and Gaul

-
sing the salvation of these saints in the face of dangerous situations that 

time, a key moment in the evolution of the monastic movement in Hispania 

-

 

 It seems that Orosius himself chose to return from Africa to  by sea, because in 416 Hispania 
was occupied by barbarian peoples and travelling by land was very adventurous and dangerous. The 
danger faced by Orosius made him give up crossing the strait to Braga and he returned to Mahon, 
(HAP, VII). The sources allude to the danger of travelling by land, but for sure, it was also dangerous 
by sea, as is narrated in the journey to the East of Saint Leander in the 6th century (SANZ, 1906, p. 
80). This event was also named by Severo of Menorca, at the beginning of the year 418. Here it is 
mentioned that a saint, not being able to cross to , after a long trip from Jerusalem, stayed 
for a not long time at Mahon; here he left the relics of the martyr Esteban (Ep. Ecc., 4).

through an aristocratic group of 5th. , 1965, p. 489-493). About 
monachus at the Council of Saragossa, 

of Jerome or Anthony. Some groups of monasticism have been located at the end of the 4th. century 
at the territory of the Tarraconense (DÍAZ, 1991, p. 138-139).
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Leander, Isidore of Seville, Valerius of El Bierzo, Aemilian, but also Severo 
of Menorca, Laureano of Sevilla, Leandro or Laureano of Vatan, including 

Vitae sanctorum patrum Emerentensium

descriptions of religious journeys are brought in detail at the fruitful chro-

religious traveller, thanks to the miraculous tales described by Radegund 
about the life of Baudonivia, keeping at the same time the chronological 

 meetings, spiritual or founda-

spiritual prediction, either by the divine parole 

via Rome and Milan dated in a text from 4th. century, which includes distances, cities, and stationes 
or mutationes. We are referring to the so-called Itinerarium Burdigalenese, (IB). 
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his companion Armentarius apparently recovered their health at their 

Another event occurred at the death of the bishop of Tours, Saint Euphro-

Saint Martin, invited them to eat and drink, leaving them so upset that 

because he and his servants also fell ill during the trip and the dust from 

gave orders to take hostages in Auvergne, then Gregory´s father gave 

Gregory´s father believed that the relics saved him from many dangers, 

 The cult of relics developed in the end of 3rd. and beginning of 4th.

then more slowly and moderately in the West. Over time, it multiplied throughout Christian geography, 

since in the 6th. century ecclesiastical sees considered it essential to acquire the bodily remains and 
material objects of saints to place them under the altars. Likewise, episcopal centers were the main 
points of demand for the possession of relics, as they provided the bishop with a fundamental support 
in the consolidation of his status (GEARY, 1978; CASTELLANOS, 1996, p. 5-21).
 We can relate this trip to visit his mother with the allusion: in territorio Cavellonensis urbis where 

it is believed that this was the place where the woman lived (GAUTHIER, PICARD, 1989, p. 112; 
Vit. Mart. 4; VAN DAM, 1993, p. 283-284).
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BM, (Book in honor of the 

-

-

 

on the head, beaten him, tied him up and imprisioned him:
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Christian

safe before, because he 

robbery
Christ

believed

to pray

discussion and the saint told them about the piety of Christ, especially in 

there, but Martin told him: 
 Thus, the devil 

apparitions of divine presences can be found in the lives of other holy 

they both had severe pain in their eyes, so, in front of the altar of Saint 

ship:

 The importance of Saint Martin has reached on the Medieval legendaria, which in the case of the 
own Martin, remind us of the work of Sulpicio Severo (GIL DE ZAMORA, 2014, p. 568).



624 Perspect. Teol., Belo Horizonte, v. 56, n. 2, p. 615-638, Mai./Ago. 2024 

 (VSM, 
. No doubt that Martin seems to 

-

Church of the glorious master relieved him of all pain after his prayers 

-

Item Valeri narrationes superius 
memorato Patri notro Donadeo Ordo querimoniae Praefatio Discriminis

-

ultio diuina

-
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Item Valeri 
narrationes superius memorato Patri notro Donadeo Ordo querimoniae Praefatio 
Discriminis

health,

travelling along roads from Lusitania to Baetica. On this occasion, they had 
-

to the account narrated above, in the Item replicatio sermonum

Valerius himself of the same story according to which John the deacon is not a real character, but a 
literary one created by Valerius after the death of his disciple John (MARTÍN, 2006, p. 331).

 A vaguer testimony of the described account of Fructuosus about the insecurity of the surroundings 
of Merida, can be found in the account of bishop Fidel in the 7th. century: “Fidel walks with the 

Saints”, when he narrates the journey of a servant whom he sends to Caspiana (17 miles from Merida), 
who, arriving in the city at night, could not enter because the gates were closed. The protection of 

crime outside the city walls (VSPE, IV, VII).
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that one day that the enemy of mankind appeared on the road to our 

although very relevant for the study, references to the landscape, the type 
of road, the reason for the journey, the pre-departure preparations or the 

Fructuosus’ life seems to be a constant risk, as there are plenty of them in 

 only 

hunting in areas close to the Castrole

-



627Perspect. Teol., Belo Horizonte, v. 56, n. 2, p. 615-638, Mai./Ago. 2024 

a miracle, guided by God, thus representing an authentic advertisement, 

Protection and miracles go hand in hand in the story of Laureano of 

 

-
ving strayed far from the same hut, his eyes opened, and he said: I pray thee, 

-

Hispania.

century, set out on 
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Another illustration from Gaul is the sea journey to Britain made by Bishop 

devil appeared to them in the form of a storm:

steadfast for the very immensity of the danger, in the name of Christ chided the 

-

that moment, the pain left him, and he so completely recovered his health of 
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 Radegund 
travelled to a number of pilgrimage sites around the Touraine, and, during 
this Gallic -

 

3 Relics and travels

-

mansionaries

The possession of a relic gave prestige to the church, hermitage or abbey 

-

The cult of saints began to develop at the Christians throughout Late 

 For more about holy women in Late Antiquity hagiographies in Gaul territories, see COON, 1997, 
p. 145-167. See also FRANK, 2023, p. 19-32.
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century, the martyrdom 

taken across the Pamiers, Garonne, Tarn and Aveyron to the site of Noble 
translatio of the 

-

concluded that 
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is 

but one of Vincentian´s disciples ordered the bear to take its place, and it 

-

 

Hispania, see in 
 

 We found another example on travel murders related by the already named Gregory of Tours, 
about whom, we have introduced his life, full of mystical journeys. In the 6th. century, when Syl-
vester received his tonsure and was ordained bishop at Langres (replacing the deceased Tetricus), he 
prepared a journey to Lyons to receive the blessing of other bishops there, but he dead by epilepsy 
before it. Sylvester´s son blamed the deacon Peter about the death. Two years later, Silvester´s son 
followed Peter the deacon and killed him on the middle of a road with a lance wound. After that, the 
killer, during his travelling to a certain place, hiding from the power, he drew his sword and slew a 
man who had done him no harm, see GREGORY OF TOURS, BM- 5, 5: The bishops of Langres.

 The miracle did not always take place, as the opposite is the case in the life of Isidore of Seville, 
where he tells us that a father set out on a journey to pray for his son’s health to the “Sanctuary of 
Zepeda”. It seems that he did not have enough faith and hope and so, the miracle did not happen 
(MANZANO, 1732, p. 393).
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In short, miracles and the transfer of relics have gone hand in hand in 

-

faith, rivers and roads (both of them as scenarios of territorial mobility) 

Conclusions

-
ultio diuina

et 
al
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v

 The facts presented are sometimes implausible and di-
-

tion of reality to achieve that propagandistic purpose of the omnipotent 

-

on the one hand, they served to endorse the legitimacy of the relics and 

-

-

other and elevating them in dignity and hierarchy through their tangible 

-

of Christian values, trying to reinforce the perception of the Christian 
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-
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Ecclesiastical History of the English People

Epistula ad omnem ecclesiam

Historiarum adversos paganos

Itinerarium Birdigalensis

Liber Iudiciorum

Santos Padres Españoles

Vita Sancti Aemiliani

Vita Martini

Vie de Saint Martin

Vitae sanctorum patrum emeritensium
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