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Introduction

-

searching for religious truth untethered to the a priori normative beliefs 

-

process of discerning truth in other religions, the relation of particular truths 

1 Knowing the Religious Other

unders-
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tanding, but also religious truth

and practices so as to come as close as possible to the self-understanding 
-

detailed and microscopic historical studies, and from an optimistic trust in 

-

“homo sum, humani nil a me alienum puto”

-
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-
cular god, severe asceticism, fasting and feasting at the beginning or end 

-

-

-

-

-
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-

-

-

-

-

-
dition of Advaita Vedanta
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and comparative religion) is that it is clear that the scholar-theologian 

can bridge the situatedness of the individual scholar and scholarship in 

-

2 The Epistemological Status of Other Religions

-

-
mental change in the perception of other religious and in the epistemological 

of other religions have become rea
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Nostra Aetate 

for comparative theologians to search for those elements of truth in the 

-

-

-
logical claims of a particular tradition or in the more general philosophical 
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most that can be aimed for in the encounter of religion is the cultivation 

truth from their place in the overall grammar of a particular religion 

faithful to the self-understanding of religious tradition as claiming the 

simple recognition of similarities and compatibilities across religious tra-
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since there is no other 
salvation

-
nition for Christ to be less than normative for a Christian appropriation 

-

and that this truth is autonomous or independent from the truth claims 
-
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-

3 Discerning Truth in Other Religions

 There is a certain randomness in the focus on a par-

religious traditions, or smaller scale religions from containing elements 

-

-

each tradition, comparative 
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In Mysticism East and West

-

of materials is apt to discover that apologetic interests have shaped the 

For pluralist or meta-confessional comparative theologians, the process of 

-

Ultimate Realities, The 
Human Condition and Religious Truth

-

-
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elements t -

-

-

-

-

 

4 Truth and Transformation in Comparative Theology

-



463Perspect. Teol., Belo Horizonte, v. 56, n. 3, p. 451-468, Set./Dez. 2024 

th
Meaning 

and Method in Comparative Theology

-

rectifying 

recovery 
-

al of certain teachings in another tradition that one comes to rediscover 

reinterpreting -

-
gration or appropriation 

-
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Christian comparative theologians engaging Islam are also more receptive 

-

-

-

clear that the conscious or unconscious integration of elements from other 
religious, cultural and philosophical traditions has led to the infusion of 

Conclusion
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-

-

This historical understanding of religious others has gone hand in hand 
-

religions has moderated traditional negative prejudices, greater theolo-

-

or meta-confessional comparative theologians tend to avoid judging the 

-

For confessional comparative theologians, the elements of truth found in 
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also tends to bring about changes in meaning as the religious elements are 

-

-
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