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FAITH AS VIRTUE: THE NECESSITY OF DOUBT

A fé como virtude: a necessidade da dúvida
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1 Introduction

C
-

-

 

-

-
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-

2 Aspects of Faith

-

the proposition p

for an individual S to maintain faith in the proposition p
hold a belief in p p
the face of evidence that opposes p

-

apud 

apud , 
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the absence of evidence supporting the truth of the propositional content 

p p 

p 

-

belief in p

-
-

their practical commitment to their faith becomes uncertain, as it relies 

sustaining a pragmatic commitment to a proposition of faith necessitates 
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Before delving into the second aspect of faith, it is essential to elaborate 
p p

p alone is enough for faith that p presents 

judging a proposition to be accurate, resulting in beliefs about various 

reductio ad absurdum p is 
p

p p

(belief), this argument demonstrates that belief that p
for having faith that p
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-



663Perspect. Teol., Belo Horizonte, v. 56, n. 3, p. 657-672, Set./Dez. 2024 

-

3 Faith as a Virtue 

-

-

basic goods

First, x is a basic good if x
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These goods give us a prima facie reason to act unless one is a philosopher 

to build a clear and sound argument, to point out inconsistencies about 

x x is sought 

-

-

-
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above discussion

-

 hope or love provid
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3.1 Faith and Doubt

-
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-

the venture argument

-

-
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-

Therefore, doubt is not just a tool to support or undermine a particular 

the tension argument -

-

shall call it the intentional argument

of what is accomplished as opposed to how

believes that his daughter, Sarah, has the potential to achieve greatness 

challenges and doubts, John remains steadfast in his faith and supports 
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These scenarios highlight the importance of intentions in determining 

Conclusion

-
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-

-

-
per understanding and greater nuance in discussions about human belief 
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