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 Beyond its historical scope, Bernard Lonergan’s The Way to Nicaea
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Introduction

T -
 

Lonergan’s The Way to Nicaea to 
Christian -

To address whether and how

-

-

és da
consciência intencional proposta por Lonergan 
e decidir ência dialé es teol gicas. 
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-

-

1 Tracing Lonergan’s thought through his fundamental 
works

 

’
Insight

-
-

Method in Theology (1972), 

Insight to Method -

The Way to Nicaea
The Way to Nicaea

Lonergan is doing

Insight Method. 

later
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The Way to Nicaea

The Way to Nicaea 
De Deo Trino, 

Pars Dogmatica
-

’

Chapter I and Chapter X, the 

Trinity.

doctrine. Chapter -

tensions. Chapter -

Chapter IV 

homoousios at Nicaea. In Chapter V, Subordinationism, Lo-

-

(Lonergan, 2009, p. 91).

Chapters -

homoousios. Chapter ’s 
unius substantiae

doctrinal clarity. Chapter 
-

’
Chapter VIII anticipates Lonergan’
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Chapter 
’ homoousios

homoousios

-
homoousios

ï

Chapter I, Dogmatic Development

In Chapter X, The Structure of the Anti-Nicene Movement
The Way to Nicaea

-

The Way to Nicaea -
’
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-

3 Theological development and the emergence of speculative 
consciousness

Lonergan’
-

-

intellectual conversion

-



7Perspect. Teol., Belo Horizonte, v. 57, n. 3, p. 1-20, e06081, 2025 

 
 

How can God be one and, at the same 
time, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit?
Is the term homoousios theologically appropriate? -

-

, in response to the Trinitarian 

-

’

-
’

H

-

ology, in Lonergan’
-
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4 The Invariant Structure of Human Consciousness and Its 

How 
is it possible for one God to be Father, Son, and Holy Spirit?

-

-

What is this? -

Is it true?

-

ining anchored 
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-

Why is this so?
-

-

.

How do I know it?

-

-
The Way to Nicea is 

a c

5 Meaning and the invariant dynamics of consciousness 

-

-
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’

’

-

nderstand

’s insights 
-

’

-

-
-

-
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homoousios

and logical coherence.

-
’

within or from 
-

6 Meaning and Method: reconsidering the role of 
scholarship in Theology

Given that The Way to Nicaea predates Method in Theology -

’

Dialectic

-

Method
-

theologia in oratione obliqua

Research), organized and interpreted (Interpretation), 
History

-
Dialectic).
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theologia in oratione recta

(Foundations
’s horizon (Doctrines -

Systematics
Communications).

Whe
Research, Interpretation, 

and History Dialectics

Dialectics. 

in oratione obliqua
What happened?, Why did it happen this way?, What other possibilities were 
available?, and Which possibilities were actually conceived?. This initial phase 

Research -

-

The Way to Nicea, this phase yields 
-

’s 

Interpretation (Lonergan, 2017, p. 

-

Research
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History (Lonergan, 2017, p. -

Research, Interpretation, and History 

7 Dialectics and the Self-Appropriation of Trinitarian 
Meaning

Dialectics (Lonergan, 2017, p. 220-249) addresses 

-

inte
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Where 
is the truth? and -

’

’ unius substantiae

Tert ’s position appears internally inconsistent 

Dialectics Why does Tertullian 
think this way?, How does he know reality? and How is his concept of substantia 
shaping his theological understanding?

ï
’s 

unius substantiae and reveals 

homoousios

-
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Why does Origen 
think this way? and How does he know reality?, Lonergan (2009, p. 127-133) 

Idea in Origen’

’s philosophical 

(Lonergan, 2009, p. 139). Both positions 

’

’ ho-
moousios

ïve 

8 Theologian as subject: conversion and authenticity in the 
Speciality of Foundations

Foundations (Lonergan, 2017, p. 250-274) is 

-

Dialectics, the theologian 

How 
is it possible for one God to be Father, Son, and Holy Spirit? -
cant response. In Foundations

What do I believe? 

-
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Foundations

Foundations, 

love (Sala, 2006, p. 70).

homo-
ousios

-

The Way to 
Nicaea The Triune God

Doctrines and Systematics

“how?”
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How is it possible? and Is it true?

-

How can one God be Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit?

how can 1 + 1 + 1 = 1? 
naï

’s naï
una substantia -

’
ïve 

How can one God be 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit?

’s 
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-

-

’

-

Jesus is Lord
How 

can we explain this experience in a way that can be understood?

-

homoousios, 

-

homoousios

-

’
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Conclusion

The Way to Nicaea

-

-

-

-
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